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ILKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1949 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  the  report  on  the 
health  of  the  district  during  the  year  1949. 

SECTION  I— VITAL  STATISTICS 

Births: 

The  birth  rate  during  1949  of  12-3  per  1,000  population  shows  a further 
fall  compared  to  14-2  for  1948,  and  17-4  for  1947.  The  age  constitution  of 
the  population  is  high  and,  as  is  to  be  expected,  the  birth  rate  is  low 
compared  to  the  aggregate  of  urban  districts  of  the  West  Riding  and  to 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

Deaths 

There  were  228  deaths  in  1949  compared  to  216  in  1948.  The  crude 
death  rate  at  13-1  per  1,000  population  is  somewhat  higher  than  in  1948, 
but  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  figure  for  1947.  It  is  also  somewhat  higher 
than  the  figures  for  the  aggregate  of  urban  districts  of  the  West  Riding 
and  for  England  and  Wales.  As  the  district  contains  a high  proportion  of 
old  people,  a death  rate  higher  than  the  average  is  to  be  expected.  If 
statistical  adjustment  for  the  high  age  constitution  of  the  population  is 
made,  the  adjusted  death  rate  is  10-5  per  1,000  population.  This  compares 
favourably  with  most  urban  districts  in  the  County.  As  is  to  be  expected, 
cancer  and  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounted  for  a high 
proportion  of  the  deaths. 

Stillbirths 

Eight  stillbirths  were  recorded — one  more  than  in  1948.  The  stillbirth 
rate  is  36  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths,  and  is  higher  than  the  figure  of  27-5 
for  1948. 

Infant  Mortality 

The  infant  mortality  rate  of  32-7  per  1,000  live  births  was  double  that 
for  1948,  but  approximates  closely  to  that  for  1947,  but  is  still  lower  than  the 
figures  for  the  West  Riding  and  England  and  Wales.  Of  the  seven  deaths  of 
infants,  four  were  due  to  congenital  causes  and  prematurity,  and  only  three, 
two  from  pneumonia  and  one  from  paratyphoid,  were  due  to  preventable 
diseases. 


SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 
L GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,545 

Registrar  General’s  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  17,420 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,215 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £147,790 

Nett  sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £590 
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SI.  EXTRACTS  FR0IV1  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

Piate 

Legitimate 

106  . 

99  .. 

205 

... 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

3 .. 

9 

... 

Total 

112  , 

102  .. 

214 

...  12-.3 

Stillbirths: 

M ales 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Legitimate 

O 

... 

4 .. 

7 

... 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 .. 

1 

... 

Total 

3 . 

5 

8 

...  36 

Infant  Mortality: 

31  ales 

Females 

Total 

Rate 

Legitimate 

a 

4 .. 

6 

. . . 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 . 

— 

1 

... 

Total 

3 . 

4 .. 

7 

...  33 

Deaths:  Males  Females  Total 

106  ...  122  ...  228 


Crude  corrected  rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  13-1 

Adjusted  rate  per  1,000  Estimated  Population  ...  ...  10-5 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  from  : — 

Pulmonary  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-11 

All  forms  T.B.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0T1 

Respiratory  Diseases  (other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  ...  1T5 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2-58 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  4-71 

Zymotic  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0-06 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

1 

1 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

1 

2 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

2 

— 

2 

Influenza 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  of  Puiccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M) 
Uterus  (F) 

1 

4 

5 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

5 

6 

11 

Cancer  of  Breast 

— 

1 

1 

Cancer  all  other  sites 

11 

17 

28 

Diabetes 

3 

— 

O 

i> 

Intra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

16 

21 

37 

Heart.  Diseases 

38 

37 

75 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

4 

3 

7 

Bronchitis 

3 

5 

8 

Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

4 

6 

Nephritis 

1 

4 

5 

Premature  Birth 

1 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformation  Birth  Injury,  Infant 
Disease 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

3 

— 

3 

Other  Violent  Causes 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  causes 

6 

5 

11 

All  Causes 

106 

122 

228 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICAL  TABLE 


Ilkley 

Urban 

District 

Aggregate  of 
West  Riding 
Urban 
Districts 

West  Riding 
Administrative 
County 

England 

and 

Wales 

Birth  Rate 

Per  1 ,000  Estimated 
Population 

12-3 

16-8 

17-2 

16-7 

Death  Rates 

All  per  1 ,000  Estimated 
Population. 

All  Causes 

13-1 

12-5 

121 

11-7 

Zymotic  Diseases 

0-06 

0-08 

0-08 

* 

Tuberulosis  of  Respira- 
tory System 

0-11 

0-32 

0-32 

0-40 

Other  forms  of  Tuber- 
culosis 

0-05 

0-05 

0-05 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  T.B.  of 
Respiratory  System) 

1-15 

1 -48 

1 -44 

* 

Cancer 

2-58 

1-88 

1-81 

1-87 

Heart  and  Circulatory 
Diseases 

4-71 

4-36 

4-19 

* 

Infant  Mortality 

33 

37 

38 

32 

Diarrhoea  (Deaths  of 
infants  under  2 years 
of  age  per  1,000  live 
births) 

3-01 

3-27 

3-0 

Maternal  Mortality 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-15 

0-15 

0-22 

Other  Puerperal  Cause 

0-60 

0-68 

0-76 

* Figures  not  available. 


Staff  SECTION  II 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a part-time  capacity  as  he  is  also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Otley  Urban  District  Council  and  the 
Wharfedale  Rural  District  Council,  and  is  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for 
Health  Services  for  the  three  districts. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  deal  with  the  important 
matters  of  food,  environmental  hygiene  and  cleansing  services. 

Ambulance  Services 

Ambulance  service  has  been  provided  from  the  Guiseley  Depot  of  the 
West  Riding  County  Ambulance  Service.  An  ambulance  control  depot  has 
been  opened  at  Birkenshaw,  Bradford,  for  co-ordinating  local  calls  and  to 
deal  with  long  distance  calls.  One  complaint  was  investigated  at  the  request 
of  the  Health  Committee. 

Ambulance  transport  for  infectious  cases  was  at  first  provided  by  the 
ambulance  based  at  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital  at  Menston.  This 
hospital  was  closed  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  infectious  cases  were  then 
conveyed  by  the  ambulance  based  on  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  to 
which  the  cases  were  sent.  Some  difficulty  arose  at  first  over  the  transport  of 
infected  bedding. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Water,  food  and  other  materials  or  specimens  may  be  sent  by  the  Health 
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Department  or  private  practitioners  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  at 
Leeds  and  Wakefield.  Chemical  analyses  of  water,  milk  and  foods  are  carried 
out  by  Messrs.  Richardson  & Jaffe,  Public  Analysts,  Bradford. 

Home  Nursing  and  Midwifery 

The  Nurses’  Home  in  Bridge  Lane,  Ilkley,  has  been  acquired  by  the  West 
Riding  County  Council.  The  two  nurses  are  now  employed,  one  as  a full-time 
midwife,  and  one  as  a full-time  home  nurse.  Holiday  relief  was  provided  by 
arrangement  with  a nurse  in  private  practice  until  the  last  quarter  when  a 
relief  district  nurse /midwife  was  available. 

The  District  Nurse  at  Burley  undertakes  home  nursing  in  Burley  and 
midwifery  in  Burley  and  Menston.  Her  holiday  relief  was  provided  by  the 
temporary  engagement  of  a nurse. 

The  nurse  at  Menston  deals  with  the  home  nursing  requirements  of  the 
Menston  area. 

Maternity  Home  Treatment 

St.  Winifred’s  Nursing  Home  was  closed  on  31st  May,  1949,  and  maternity 
cases  were  after  that  date  usually  admitted  to  the  General  Hospital,  Otley. 
A few  cases  were  accommodated  at  Skipton,  Keighley  or  Tadcaster,  when  no 
accommodation  at  Otley  was  available. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Sessions  are  held  on  alternate  Thursday  afternoons  throughout  the  year 
at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic,  Ilkley. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Sessions  are  held  once  a week  at  Ilkley  and  once  a week  at  Burley.  At 
Menston  there  is  a clinic  once  a fortnight. 

School  Clinics 

School  children  are  seen  once  a week  during  term  by  a medical  officer, 
and  every  morning  a Health  Visitor  deals  with  minor  ailments. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary 

Weekly  sessions  are  held  at  the  Hospital,  Middleton,  and  at  Whiteley 
Croft,  Station  Road,  Otley.  A Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  is  available  for 
home  visiting. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease  receive  treatment  at  the  Special  Department, 
Leeds  General  Infirmary. 

Hospitals 

The  Coronation  Hospital,  Ilkley,  and  the  General  Hospital.  Otley,  receive 
accidents  and  general  diseases.  The  Wharfedale  Joint  Isolation  Hospital, 
Menston,  was  closed  in  the  middle  of  the  year  and  reopened  later  as  a long 
stay  children’s  hospital.  Infectious  cases  could  then  be  sent  to  the  Seacroft 
Hospital,  Leeds,  The  Fever  Hospital,  Leeds  Road,  Bradford,  or  to  the  Harro- 
gate, Knaresborough  and  Wetherby  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  at  Knaresborough. 

Post  Mortem  Arrangements 

Post  mortem  arrangements  have  given  grounds  for  complaint  during 
the  year,  and  have  received  the  consideration  of  the  Health  Committee.  The 
mortuary  at  Ilkley  is  structurally  unsuitable,  and  the  mortuary  at  Burley 
has  become  unsuitable  by  reason  of  its  situation,  being  a part  of  a building 
which  is  now  used  as  a cinema.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  make 
temporary  use  of  the  mortuary  at  the  Hospital,  Scalebor  Park.  Plans  for  a 
new  mortuary  in  Ilkley  are  under  consideration. 

SECTION  III 

The  Health  and  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  health  of  the  district  during  the  year  has  been  good  apart  from  a 
small  epidemic  of  measles  in  the  spring  and  some  cases  of  food  poisoning  in 
the  summer.  The  year  was  chiefly  remarkable  for  a very  dry  summer  following 
a mild  winter  with  only  moderate  rainfall  and  very  little  snow.  As  a result, 
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both  Ilkley  and  Burley  suffered  a serious  water  shortage  which  necessitated 
emergency  measures.  The  Otley  U.D.C.  agreed  to  increase  their  statutory 
supply  from  50,000  to  84,000  gallons  a day.  Water  from  the  River  Wharfe 
was  pumped  through  the  filtration  and  chlorination  plant  of  the  Ilkley 
Swimming  Baths,  and  used  for  the  lower  levels  of  the  town.  Water  was  also 
obtained  from  the  Bradford  Corporation  via  the  Reva  Reservoir.  In  the 
meantime  the  pipeline  connecting  the  water  systems  of  Ilkley  and  Burley  was 
pushed  through  as  fast  as  possible.  The  connection  was  in  fact  completed  in 
time  to  enable  water  from  Ilkley  to  be  conveyed  to  the  lower  parts  of  Burley. 
The  completion  of  this  pipeline  will  help  greatly  to  conserve  the  water  of  Carr 
Bottom  reservoir  at  Burley.  As  a result  of  these  emergency  measures,  it  was 
possible  to  avoid  cutting  off  the  water  supply  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

No  major  works  of  sewerage  or  drainage  were  undertaken. 

The  housing  conditions  of  the  occupants  of  the  temporary  bungalows  off 
Victoria  Avenue,  Ilkley,  had  deteriorated  to  such  an  extent  that,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  agreed  to  the  allocation  of  an  extra  50  houses  for  Ilkley  in  order 
to  enable  these  people  to  be  rehoused.  Twenty  families  were  rehoused  during 
the  year,  and  it  is  hoped  that  most  of  the  remainder  may  be  moved  during  1950. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  are  the  cause  of 
much  unhappiness  and  ill-health.  This  is  becoming  generally  recognised, 
especially  by  those  connected  with  the  housing  programmes  of  local  authori- 
ties ; but,  owing  to  the  slow  rate  of  building,  an  early  improvement  of  the 
situation  is  impossible. 

SECTION  IV— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Although  the  number  of  notifications  during  1949  was  246  compared 
with  only  78  in  1948,  the  difference  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  measles 
epidemic  which  occurred  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  One  death  was  recorded 
of  a young  child  suffering  from  Paratyphoid  B.  Influenzal  pneumonia  was 
certified  as  the  cause  of  one  death  although  the  case  was  not  notified  as  an 
infectious  disease. 

Whooping  Cough 

Ten  cases  were  recorded  all  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Measles 

Measles  accounted  for  no  less  than  150  notifications.  The  epidemic 
started  in  January,  reached  its  peak  at  the  end  of  February  and  early  March, 
and  came  to  an  end  in  April.  The  disease  was  of  a mild  type  and  there  were 
few  complications. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  occurred  sporadically  during  the  winter  months.  In  all 
28  cases  were  notified.  No  serious  complications  occurred. 

Paratyphoid 

One  young  child  died  of  paratyphoid.  The  infection  was  traced  to  an 
inmate  of  the  house  who  was  a carrier.  No  other  case  occurred. 

Poliomyelitis 

Only  four  cases  were  notified  and  all  were  subsequently  confirmed.  In 
each  case,  the  disease  was  mild  and  no  permanent  paralysis  remained.  In 
none  of  the  cases  was  there  any  connection  with  diphtheria  immunisation  or 
any  other  injection. 

Food  Poisoning 

Thirty -nine  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  Seven  cases  wTere  due 
to  the  consumption  of  ice  cream  at  an  hotel  in  a neighbouring  division.  This 
outbreak  which  affected  many  others  besides  the  seven  cases  in  this  district 
was  investigated  by  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  was  found  to  be  due 
to  the  infection  of  ice  cream  with  Salmonella  Newport  by  a carrier.  Two 
outbreaks  of  a mild  type  occurred  at  a residential  nursery  in  the  district 
and  accounted  for  18  notifications.  The  remaining  14  notifications  were  of 
sporadic  cases  where  it  was  impossible  to  incriminate  any  particular  food 
and  had  no  common  cause. 
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MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION  OF  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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SECTION  V— TUBERCULOSIS 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

N on  -Pulmonary 
M.  F.  ' 

(a)  Number  of  cases  on  Register  at 
1/1/49  

123 

76 

43 

39 

(b)  Number'  of  cases  notified  for 
first  time  in'  1949 

10 

4 

4 

2 

(c)  Number  of  cases  restored  to 
Register 

( d ) Number  of  cases  added  to  Regis- 
ter other  than  by  notification 

2 

(e)  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register 

7 

4 

1 

1 

(/)  Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register 

128 

76 

46 

40 

MEW  GASES  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  NOTIFIED  DURSMG  1949 


Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

N on  -Pulmonary 
M.  . F.  ' 

0—5 

_ 

_ 

6—10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

11—20 

— 

1 

1 

1 

21—40 

7 

o 

*y 

1 

— 

41—60 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Over  60 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

4 

4 

2 

Fourteen  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported,  of  which 
10  were  male  and  4 female.  There  were  also  6 new  cases  of  glandular  Tuber- 
culosis, 4 male  and  2 female.  These  figures  are  lower  than  for  1948  when  20 
pulmonary  and  6 non -pulmonary  notifications  were  received.  Of  the  13 
cases  removed  from  the  register,  5 male  and  one  female  had  died.  Of  these 
6 deaths,  two  took  place  at  the  end  of  1948,  and  one  died  of  cancer.  There 
were  therefore  three  deaths  from  pulmonary  Tuberculosis  which  occurred 
during  the  year  1949.  One  male  pulmonary  case  and  one  female  non-pul  - 
monary  case  are  reported  to  have  recovered  and  to  need  no  further  treatment. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  rendered  to 
me  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  of  the 
co-operation  and  assistance  I have  always  received  from  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  other  officers  and  staff  of  the 
Council. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  A.  W.  PROCTER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ILKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Sanitary  Department, 

South  Hawksworth  Street, 
Ilkley. 

August,  1950. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 

ILKLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  for  your  information  and  consideration  my 
report  upon  the  Sanitary  Administration  and  the  Environmental  Health 
Services  of  the  Urban  District  for  1950. 

The  year  has  been  notable  for  the  policy  of  modernisation  adopted  by 
the  Council  in  the  mechanical  equipment  of  the  Public  Cleansing  Services. 
Modern  replacements  were  ordered  for  two  of  the  existing  refuse  collection 
vehicles,  whilst  renewal  of  the  third  was  under  consideration  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  These,  together  with  the  mechanical  gully  emptier,  will  obviate 
some  unsatisfactory  features  in  the  present  methods  of  cleansing.  The 
provision  of  street  orderly  carts  in  the  Menston  area,  whilst  economising  in 
horse  transport,  also  ensures  a more  hygienic  system  of  collection  of  street 
sweepings. 

The  Council  have  paid  special  attention  to  the  inspection  of  foodstuffs 
and  to  supervision  of  food  handling,  in  particular  to  the  sale  and  distribution 
of  food  in  the  open  air.  During  the  summer  months  regulations  were  put  into 
force  to  ensure  a stricter  code  of  hygiene  in  the  sale  of  loose  ice-cream  from 
stalls,  vehicles,  etc.,  and  the  Council  also  adopted  Byelaws  under  Section  15 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  and  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air.  The  position  with  regard 
to  Basement  Bakehouses  and  to  Camping  Sites  has  been  reviewed,  and  detailed 
investigation  has  been  made  into  quality  and  sufficiency  of  private  water 
supplies  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  year  has  been  distinctive  for  the  spate  of  public  health  legislation 
which  has  either  been  put  into  operation  or  is  in  course  of  preparation,  that  is, 
the  Housing  Act,  1949,  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and 
Regulations  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  etc. 
Unfortunately  some  of  these  statutes  follow  the  tendency  of  the  past  few 
years,  and  transfer  certain  powers  and  duties  of  local  councils  to  other 
authorities  or  bodies. 

I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  for  the  courtesy  and  consideration 
which  has  been  accorded  to  me  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
and,  in  particular,  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 
whose  enthusiasm  and  keen  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Department  has  been  a 
source  of  encouragement  to  me. 

I take  this  opportunity  to  commend  to  your  notice  the  work  of  Mr.  R.  S. 
Dykes,  your  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  ; the  efficient  and  conscientious 
manner  in  which  he  carries  out  the  duties  assigned  to  him  is  a decided  asset 
to  your  Sanitary  Department. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  the  other  Officers  of 
the  Council  and  to  the  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  for  their  co-operation 
and  willing  assistance. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  H.  WILSON. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SECTION  I— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


(i)  milk 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  ensure  a clean,  safe  and  unadulterated 
supply  of  milk,  and  a total  of  103  samples  were  taken  as  a check  upon  cleanli- 
ness in  production,  distribution,  and  efficiency  of  processing,  for  evidence  of 
adulteration  and  the  presence  of  pathogenic  organisms. 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examination 

Few  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in  regard  to  poor  keeping 
quality  of  the  milk  supplies  in  the  Urban  District. 

42  Samples  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  a test 
which  indicates  the  probable  keeping  quality  of  the  milk.  Three  (or  7-1%) 
were  unsatisfactory  and  in  each  case  the  producers’  premises  were  situated 
in  the  area  of  a neighbouring  authority.  The  co-operation  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  of  the  districts  concerned  was  obtained  and  investigations  made.  In 
each  case  repeat  samples  indicated  that  an  improvement  had  been  effected. 

( b ) Biological  Tests 

The  examination  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  is  a vital  and 
essential  part  of  all  milk  control  work,  but  the  biological  testing  of  milk  in  the 
Urban  District  was  restricted  by  the  scarcity  of  guinea  pigs  which  are  inocu- 
lated with  the  suspected  milks.  It  was  only  possible,  therefore,  to  have  16 
samples  examined.  14  were  found  to  be  negative  and  2 were  not  determined 
owing  to  the  premature  death  of  the  guinea  pigs. 

(c)  Heat  Treatment 

There  is  only  one  dairy  in  the  district  equipped  with  plant  for  the  heat 
treatment  of  milk,  and  this,  a Positive  Holder  plant,  was  replaced  during  the 
year  by  equipment  for  the  more  modern  method  of  High -Temperature  Short- 
Time  Pasteurisation  (H.T.S.T.).  During  the  course  of  the  year  10  samples 
of  this  milk,  taken  immediately  after  the  heat  treatment  process,  were 
submitted  for  examination.  All  were  found  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  tests  as 
to  keeping  quality  and  adequacy  of  heat  treatment. 

■(d)  Adulteration 

30  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  producers  and  vendors  for  detection 
of  adulteration.  The  Public  Analyst  reported  that  in  three  instances  (10%) 
the  milk  was  not  of  the  nature,  substance  and  quality  demanded  by  the 
purchaser,  and  details  of  these  are  set  out  below. 


No. 

Analyst's  Report. 

Action  Taken 

13 

Sample  contained  only  7-78%  solids- 
not-fat,  indicating  the  addition  of 
8-4%  water. 

Vendor-Producer  summoned 
before  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  and  fined  £2, 
with  £1  Is.  costs. 

15 

Sample  contained  2-85%  fat  or  only 
95%  of  the  minimum  amount  re- 
quired. 

Letter  of  caution  sent  to 
Vendor-Producer. 

22 

Sample  contained  only  7-57%  solids- 
not-fat,  indicating  the  addition  of 
9-7%  water. 

Vendor-Producer  summoned 
before  Court  of  Summary 
Jurisdiction  and  fined  £10 
with  £2  2s.  costs. 

13 


The  average  fat  content  of  the  30  samples  taken  is  3-73%,  with  solids- 
not-fat  8-65%  (1948 — fat  3-66  and  solids-not-fat  8-68%). 

5 Informal  samples  were  taken  after  delivery  to  hotel  premises,  and  all 
were  found  to  be  genuine. 

(e)  Graded!  Milk 

Of  the  35  dairy  farms  in  the  Urban  District,  10  are  licensed  for  the 
production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  2 for  Accredited  milk. 

The  consumption  of  graded  milk  has  increased  within  recent  years  and 
the  majority  of  local  dairymen  are  licensed  by  the  Council  for  retail  sale.  The 
number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  is  as  follows  :- 

Processor’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  “ Pasteurised  ” milk...  1 
Processor’s  Licence  to  use  the  designation  “ Tuberculin  Tested 

(Pasteurised)  ” Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  retail  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  ...  ...  14 

Dealer’s  Licence  to  bottle  “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” milk  ...  ...  2 

Supplementary  Licence  to  retail  “ Pasteurised  ” milk  ...  2 

(/)  Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

These  premises  were  regularly  inspected  with  the  object  of  maintaining  a 
high  standard  of  cleanliness  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk  supplies 
in  the  Urban  District,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  no  serious  breach  of 
regulations  was  observed. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  came  into  operation 
during  the  year,  and  regulations  made  thereunder,  namely  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  operated  on  and  after  the  1st  of  October,  1949.  The 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  now  become  responsible  for  the  registra- 
tion of  dairy  farms  and  all  persons  carrying  on  the  trade  of  dairy  farmers.  Thus 
the  supervision  of  milk  production  passes  from  the  control  of  the  Council. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  the 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations, 
1949,  also  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  of  October  and  these  too,  have  the 
effect  of  transferring  duties  from  local  councils  to  another  body,  in  particular, 
the  registration  and  supervision  of  milk  pasteurisation. 

The  supervision  of  milk  production  has  been  carried  out  regularly  and 
efficiently,  with  inadequate  legislation,  by  your  Sanitary  Officers,  but  the  new 
powers  obtained  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  can  only  be  put 
into  effect  by  an  increase  in  their  staff  and  the  creation  of  a host  of  new 
inspectors.  Hygienic  milk  production  needs  regular  supervision  and  the 
criterion  of  success  is  satisfactory  bacterial  quality  of  the  milk.  I submit 
that  sample  results  confirm  the  consistent  satisfactory  standard  in  this 
district. 

(2)  MEAT 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  three  private  (licensed)  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District, 
two  in  Burley  and  one  in  Menston,  but  these  were  officially  closed  in  1941. 
All  slaughtering  of  food  animals  is  carried  out  at  the  Council’s  Public  Abattoir, 
Ilkley,  in  accordance  with  the  Government’s  Centralised  Slaughtering  Scheme. 
Under  this  scheme  all  butcher’s  meat  sold  in  Ilkley,  Burley,  Menston  and 
Addin gham  is  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir.  This  Abattoir  remains  under  the 
control  of  the  Council,  and  the  Ministry  of  Food  pay  slaughtering  charges 
according  to  the  number  and  type  of  animal  dealt  with.  The  responsibility 
for  post-mortem  inspection  of  all  carcases,  organs,  and  offals  of  home-killed 
meat,  together  with  imported  meat  and  offals,  has  been  retained  by  the 
Council  and  this  work  is  carried  out  by  your  Sanitary  Officers. 

The  following  figures  give  details,  month  by  month,  of  the  number  of 
animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  at  the  Public  Abattoir. 
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Bovines. 

Sheep 

Calves 

Pigs 

J anuary 

30 

...  197 

12 

...  42 

February  ... 

28 

...  179 

10 

...  41 

March 

26 

...  151 

85 

...  40 

April 

47 

...  107 

...  100 

...  14 

May... 

46 

31 

17 

6 

June 

28 

44 

6 

4 

July  & August 

...  167 

...  222 

...  112 

4 

September  ... 

81 

...  304 

62 

1 

October 

80 

...  439 

...  106 

3 

November 

...  113 

...  618 

...  124 

...  12 

December  ... 

79 

...  393 

...  124 

...  38 

725 

...  2,685 

...  758 

...  205 

There  was  no  general  allocation  of  pigs  during  the  year  and  only  55  of  the 
total  number  of  pigs  (205)  slaughtered  were  for  consumption  by  the  general 
public,  the  remainder  being  pigs  slaughtered  under  private  licence. 

The  following  table,  given  in  the  form  requested  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  which  diseased  and  unsound  conditions 
were  found  in  food  animals  at  the  Abattoir. 


Bovines 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

725 

758 

2,685 

205 

Number  inspected 

725 

758 

2,685 

205 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  Carcases  condemned 

2 

8 

26 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

501 

69-4% 

3 

1 -4°/ 

1 * /o 

154 

6-7% 

17 

8-8% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

T- 

— 

5 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

148 

11 

— 

8 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

20-96% 

1-45% 

— 

6-3% 

These  statistics  show  that  the  incidence  of  disease  in  food  animals  re- 
mains at  a high  level,  and  that  a high  percentage  of  the  bovines  are  affected  in 
greater  or  lesser  degree  with  some  disease  or  unsound  condition. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  of  unsound  meat  and  offals, 
with  the  principal  causes  of  condemnation  and  weight  in  pounds. 
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Bovines. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Calves. 

Pi 

gs. 

Meat 

Offals 

Meat 

Offals 

Meat 

Offals 

Meat 

Offals 

Tuberculosis  ... 

4,551 

2,742 

— 

— 

— 

51 

375 

138 

Septic  Metritis 

490 

101 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Mastitis 

398 

97 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Actino -Mycosis  and 
Bacillosis 

61 

Extensive  Bruising  ... 

110 

— 

93 

24 

— 

— 

47 

10 

Dropsy  & Emaciation 

— 

— 

725 

227 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fever  ...  

— 

— 

35 

10 

95 

30 

41 

10 

Cirrhosis  and  / or 
Distomatosis 

4,207 

353 

r" 

5 

Multiple  Abscesses 

50 

375 

10 

— 

— 

16 

— 

— 

Cavernous  Angioma  . . . 

— 

178 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mammitis  & Mastitis 

— 

293 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Johne’s  Disease 

— 

321 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fatty  Degeneration  ... 

— 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Moribund 

— 

— 

68 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Immaturity  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

117 

39 

— 

— 

J aundice 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

12 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

77 

Totals  in  lbs. 

5,660 

8,343 

932 

697 

248 

148 

463 

240 

A total  of  almost  74  tons  (16,683  lbs.)  (1948-7^  tons)  of  meat  was  con- 
demned for  various  diseased  and  unsound  conditions,  and  it  will  be  noted 
from  this  table  that  the  greatest  loss  in  butcher’s  meat  is  due  to  Tuberculosis  ; 
and  the  weight  of  meat  and  offals  affected  with  this  disease  represents  47  T%. 
(1948 — 53-3%,  1947 — 52-7%)  of  the  total  quantity  condemned  for  all  causes. 

Localised  Tuberculosis,  involving  the  condemnation  of  certain  individual 
organs,  offals  or  parts  of  carcases,  was  found  in  148  beasts,  representing  an 
incidence  of  Tuberculosis  of  20-4%  (1948 — 18-5%,  1947 — 25-03%)  in  the 
total  slaughtered.  In  four  cases  inspection  showed  that  the  disease  had 
reached  an  advanced  stage  or  had  become  generalised  throughout  the  lym- 
phatic system  or  the  blood  stream,  and  consequently  the  entire  carcases  and 
offals  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Tuberculosis  was, 
therefore,  found  in  some  degree  in  152  beasts,  and  the  percentage  affected  is 
20-96  (1948 — 19.9,  1947 — 26-3).  These  statistics,  which  are  comparable  with  the 
national  average  for  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis,  reveal  that  there  is  no 
room  for  complacency  and  indicate  the  necessity  for  measures  designed  to 
eradicate  Tuberculosis  from  food  animals. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  (6-3%)  detected  in  pigs  slaughtered  at  the 
Abattoir  continues  to  be  abnormally  low. 

Whilst  Tuberculosis  causes  the  greatest  loss  of  meat,  the  most  common 
cause  of  condemnation  of  offals  in  beasts  and  sheep  is  Distomatosis.  This 
disease,  a localised  condition  found  in  the  liver,  is  caused  by  an  infestation  of 
the  bile  ducts  by  parasites  known  as  “ Flukes.”  The  incidence  of  this  disease 
shows  no  sign  of  diminishing,  and  it  accounted  for  50-4%  of  the  total  quantity 
of  beast  offal  rejected  (1948 — 46-4%,  1947 — 41-6%).  In  beasts,  fortunately, 
the  disease  has  little  effect  upon  the  condition  of  the  animal,  but  in  sheep  is 
frequently  the  cause  of  serious  loss,  Dropsy  and  Emaciation  often  following 
heavy  infestation  of  the  liver.  The  carcases  and  offals  of  19  sheep  were  so 
affected  and  were  condemned. 
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The  following  are  particulars  of  the  diseases  or  conditions  found  which 
involved  the  condemnation  of  entire  carcases  and  offals 


3 Cows. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis. 

1 Cow. 

Tuberculosis  with  Emaciation. 

1 Cow. 

Septic  Metritis. 

1 Cow. 

Septic  Mastitis. 

19  Sheep. 

Dropsy  and  Emaciation  due  to  Chronic  Distomatosis  of 
the  Liver. 

4 Sheep. 

Extensive  Bruising  (due  to  accident). 

3 Sheep. 

Moribund. 

4 Calves. 

Immaturity. 

3 Calves. 

Fever. 

1 Calf. 

J aundice. 

5 Pigs. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis. 

1 Pig. 

Fever. 

The  following 

amounts  of  imported  meat  and  offals  were  dealt  with 

he  Abattoir. 

Lambs. 

6,013  carcases. 

Sheep. 

1,100  carcases. 

Beef. 

2,149  quarters  or  packages. 

Pork. 

145  sides. 

Offals. 

413  bags. 

Canned 

Corn  Beef. 

680  cases. 

Little  trouble  is  experienced  so  far  as  unsoundness  is  concerned,  since  the 
meat  undergoes  thorough  inspection  in  the  countries  of  origin,  that  is, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  for  beef,  sheep,  lambs  and  offal,  and  the  Argen- 
tine for  boneless  beef  for  manufacturing  purposes.  The  only  conditions 
found  during  the  year  which  warranted  condemnation  were  not  due  to 
pathological  unsoundness,  but  to  faults  of  storage  or  refrigeration,  etc., 
causing  moulds,  brine  staining,  bone  taint,  etc.  The  following  quantities 
were  condemned  :- 

Beef  ...  ...  1,122  lbs. 

Mutton  & Lamb  41  lbs. 

All  condemned  meat  is  regularly  collected  from  the  Abattoir  by  Con- 
tractors to  the  Ministry  of  Food.  After  heat  treatment  and  processing,  the 
resulting  material  is  used  for  fertilisers  and  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

( b ) Transport  of  Meat 

An  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  transport  of  meat  from  the 
Abattoir  to  the  various  butchers’  shops  in  the  area  and  the  use  of  the  horse 
and  cart,  the  property  of  the  Retail  Buying  Group,  has  been  discontinued. 
All  meat  and  offals  sent  out  of  the  Abattoir  are  now  delivered  by  motor 
vehicle  in  a specially  constructed  container,  which  can  be  effectively  closed  on 
all  sides.  The  internal  surfaces  are  metal -lined  and  easily  cleansed. 

(c)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

The  provisions  of  this  Act,  which  are  designed  to  prevent  cruelty  and 
unnecessary  suffering  to  animals,  were  generally  well  observed  during  the  year. 

All  animals  dealt  with  at  the  Abattoir  are  stunned  prior  to  slaughter  by 
means  of  a Captive  Bolt  “ Humane  Killer.” 

There  were  30  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.. 
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(3)  ICE-CREAM. 

The  following  are  details  of  registered  premises  in  the  Urban  District 
at  the  close  of  1949. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  and  sale  ...  6 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  storage  only  ...  ...  Nil 

Whilst  there  have  been  no  new  premises  registered  by  the  Council  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice-cream,  12  additional  premises  have  been  registered  for  sale 
only.  In  the  majority  of  cases  the  ice-cream  is  obtained  wholesale  from 
registered  manufacturers  whose  premises  are  situated  in  other  areas. 

Only  one  of  the  premises  registered  for  manufacture  is  completely 
equipped  with  pasteurisation  plant,  cooler,  homogenizer  (or  emulsifier),  etc. 
One,  though  registered,  is  not  manufacturing  ice-cream  and  the  remainder  use 
the  “ Complete  Cold-Mix  ” method  of  manufacture.  This  obviates  the 
provision  of  expensive  plant  and  equipment. 

In  view  of  the  possibility  of  the  conveyance  of  infection  by  organisms  of 
disease  through  the  medium  of  ice-cream,  constant  attention  has  been  devoted 
to  all  ice-cream  premises,  and  particularly  to  the  supervision  of  methods  of 
manufacture,  storage  and  distribution.  As  a check  upon  the  efficiency  and 
cleanliness  of  these  methods,  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  from  vendors 
and  manufacturers  in  the  area,  the  results  being  expressed  in  two  forms, 
(a)  Food  Value,  and  (b)  Cleanliness. 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Total  number  taken  from  premises  registered  by  the  Council 

for  manufacture  and  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Total  number  taken  from  premises  registered  by  the  Council 

for  sale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  number  taken  from  itinerant  vendors  whose  premises 

are  situated  outside  the  Urban  District...  ...  ...  5 

(a)  Food  Value—  Chemical  Analysis. 

The  fat  content  of  the  samples  varied  from  2-37%  to  18-9%,  with  an 
average  of  7-13%.  This  shows  a marked  improvement  upon  1948  when  the 
average  was  4-4%.  This  improvement  is  long  overdue  and  was  brought  about 
by  two  main  factors.  Firstly,  greater  discrimination  by  the  general  public 
and  the  resulting  competition  amongst  ice-cream  manufacturers,  and, 
secondly,  by  the  temporary  de -rationing  of  sweets  when  sales  of  ice-cream 
dropped  considerably.  The  Ministry  of  Food  also  encouraged  an  improve- 
ment in  food  value  by  making  available  to  ice-cream  manufacturers  addi- 
tional supplies  of  sugar,  and,  in  certain  cases,  fats.  Those  manufacturers, 
however,  who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  these  supplies  were  required  to 
sign  an  undertaking  that  their  ice-cream  will  have  a minimum  fat  content  of 
2jt%.  In  only  one  sample  taken  was  there  failure  to  reach  this  standard. 

( b ) Cleanliness- — Bacterial  Quality 

The  49  samples  taken  were  also  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  test,  a 
test  which  is  a measure  of  the  organisms  in  the  ice-cream.  The  number  of 
such  organisms  is  influenced  by  cleanliness  of  utensils  and  equipment  during 
manufacture,  storage  and  distribution,  and  by  the  cleanliness  and  personal 
habits  of  manufacturers  and  vendors.  In  no  case  was  there  any  disease 
attributed  to  ice-cream  manufactured  or  sold  in  this  district. 


Grade. 

Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue. 

Number  of  Samples, 

1. 

4^  hours  or  more. 

Satisfactory. 

‘ 41 

2. 

2J  to  4 hours. 

Satisfactory 

3 

3. 

\ to  2 hours. 

Fair. 

3 

4. 

0 hours. 

Poor 

2 

The  standard  of  hygiene  during  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  by  local 
manufacturers  was  consistently  satisfactory,  and  in  only  one  case  was  there 
an  unsatisfactory  result,  giving  a percentage  of  5-3.  Of  the  remainder  ob- 
tained from  itinerant  and  local  vendors,  four  samples  were  of  unsatisfactory 
bacterial  quality  (Grades  3 and  4).  Thus  the  percentage  of  unsatisfact- 
ory samples  for  the  whole  district  was  1D4. 
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(c)  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  in  the  open  air  from  Stalls,  Carts,  Barrows,  etc. 

In  the  early  summer  the  Health  Committee  considered  a report  of  the 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  in  which  attention  was  drawn  to  the  haphazard  and 
sometimes  dirty  conditions  in  which  bulk  or  loose  ice-cream  was  being  sold  in 
the  open  air,  from  stalls,  carts,  barrows,  motor  vehicles,  etc.  These  vehicles, 
etc.,  were  usually  open  on  two  or  more  sides  and  little  or  no  protection  was 
provided  against  dust,  dirt  and  refuse  of  the  streets.  No  suitable  facilities 
were  available  for  personal  ablutions  and  the  maintenance  of  satisfactory 
jDersonal  hygiene  of  the  ice-cream  vendors,  and  the  hands,  and  particularly 
the  finger  nails,  of  these  people  were  frequently  found  to  be  in  a dirty  condi- 
tion. Primitive  methods  of  cleansing  were  often  employed  and  some  of  the 
motor  vans,  etc.,  were  provided  with  a galvanised  bucket  containing  water  of 
very  doubtful  cleanliness,  such  receptacles  usually  being  placed  beneath 
accumulations  of  boxes  and  other  debris  in  the  vehicle.  It  is  obvious  that 
adequate  cleansing  of  the  hands  and  nails  and  of  the  utensils  used  in  the  serving 
of  ice-cream  is  impossible  under  these  conditions.  It  is  possible  that  the  water 
in  these  containers  may  have  been  used  for  the  washing  of  hands  after 
defecation  and  urination,  but  it  is  equally  possible  that  this  water  could  be  a 
potential  source  of  contamination  of  the  ice-cream  by  organisms  of  the  enteric 
group — typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fever,  dysentery,  food-poisoning,  etc. 
Whilst  the  handling  of  money  is  unavoidable,  at  least  frequent  washing  of  the 
hands  will  reduce  contamination  from  this  source.  Since  existing  legislation 
permits  the  sale  of  loose  ice-cream  from  places  other  than  shop  premises,  the 
Health  Committee  felt  that  it  was  essential  in  the  public  interest  to  enforce 
stricter  control  over  sale  in  the  open  air  from  mobile  selling  points,  stalls, 
barrows,  etc.,  in  the  streets,  and  also  in  places  of  public  resort  such  as  shows, 
garden  fetes,  sports  meetings,  fairgrounds,  etc. 

Articles  4 and  5 of  the  Ice-cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947, 
provide  that  ice-cream  shall  be  protected  from  dirt,  dust  and  other  con- 
tamination at  all  times  during  its  distribution  and  storage,  and  that  all 
apparatus  and  utensils  brought  into  contact  with  ice-cream  during  its  storage 
and  distribution  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  immediately  after  use  and  shall 
be  kept  clean  at  all  times. 

The  above  Articles  are  capable  of  wide  interpretation  and  the  following 
requirements  were  formulated  and  adopted  by  the  Council 

1.  Where  ice-cream  is  sold  in  a street  or  other  place  of  public  resort 
from  a stall,  cart,  barrow  or  other  vehicle,  or  from  a basket,  pail,  tray  or 
other  container  used  without  a stall  or  vehicle,  every  dealer  shall  have  his 
name  and  address  legibly  and  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  stall, 
vehicle  or  other  container,  as  the  case  may  be. 

2.  (a)  Barrows  and  other  sales  points. — All  such  vehicles,  etc.,  shall  be 
fitted  with  an  overall  roof  cover  to  protect  the  retailing  unit  from  both 
excessive  sun  and  other  climatic  conditions,  under  which  glass  screens 
shall  be  fitted.  The  utensil  rinsing  bowl  shall  be  placed  inside  a glass 
dome  or  container  and  a similar  glass  cover  should  be  supplied  for  the 
storage  of  wafers,  biscuits,  etc.  A box  or  drawer  should  be  fitted  to  the 
barrow,  etc.,  to  hold  soap  and  towels,  so  that  hand  cleansing  can  be  carried 
out  by  the  person  having  charge  of  the  barrow,  etc. 

(b)  Other  vehicles. — Similar  requirements  should  be  observed  in 
relation  to  mechanically  propelled  and  other  vehicles,  except  that  the 
screens  may  be  dispensed  with  if  the  vehicle  is  glass  panelled  on  the 
outside.  Such  glass  panels  may  be  so  constructed  as  to  allow  parts  to 
slide  open  for  the  service  of  ice-cream. 

3.  Every  stall,  vehicle,  etc.,  shall  be  kept  in  a good  state  of  repair  and 
shall  be  maintained  at  all  times  in  a state  of  thorough  cleanliness. 

4.  Suitable  accommodation  shall  be  provided  on  the  stall,  vehicle,  etc., 
for  the  storage  of  ice-cream,  biscuits,  wafers,  etc.,  and  for  the  storage  of 
utensils. 
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5.  A sufficient  supply  of  clean  hot  water,  sodium  hypochlorite  solution, 
soap,  clean  towels,  clean  cloths,  and  a nail-brush  shall  be  provided  in 
order  that  cleanliness  of  the  hands  and  nails  of  the  persons  selling  ice- 
cream may  be  maintained  at  all  times.  All  apparatus  and  utensils  brought 
into  contact  with  ice-cream  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  immediately 
after  use  and  shall  be  kept  clean  at  all  times.  The  water  shall  be  renewed 
as  often  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  efficient  cleansing  of  utensils,  etc. 

6.  All  persons  engaged  in  the  sale  of  ice-cream  shall  observe  strict 
cleanliness  in  regard  to  their  persons  and  their  clothing,  and  shall  take  all 
other  precautions  which  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  risk  of  contamina- 
tion to  the  ice-cream  on  sale.  A clean,  washable  overall  and  head  covering 
shall  be  worn  by  persons  carrying  out  the  sale  of  ice-cream. 

7.  Premises  which  are  used  for  the  storage  of  utensils  and  for  the 
storage  of  ice-cream  left  over  after  sale  from  the  stalls,  vehicles,  etc., 
shall  be  suitable  for  registration  and  shall  comply  with  the  jorovisions  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

In  practice  the  requirements  have  effected  a considerable  improvement 
in  the  standard  of  hygiene  of  vehicles  and  vendors.  The  first  effect  of  the 
operation  of  the  requirements  was  the  temporary  absence  of  the  usual  vendors 
who  visit  this  district  from  other  areas.  Later,  however,  these  vehicles  were 
found  to  be  provided  with  the  necessary  facilities,  including  means  for  the 
heating  of  water  in  the  form  of  calor  gas-fired  geysers.  It  was  necessarjq 
however,  to  insist  upon  a practical  demonstration  of  the  heating  of  the  water, 
and  the  water  must  be  kept  heated  at  all  times  when  ice-cream  is  being  served. 
Whilst  compliance  with  all  the  requirements  is  being  enforced,  much  attention 
is  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  hands  and  nails  of  the  vendors. 

It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  enquiries  have  been  received  from  City 
and  Borough  Councils,  as  well  as  from  neighbouring  Councils,  for  details  of 
these  requirements,  and  it  appears  that  these  authorities  contemplate  the 
adoption  of  similar  rules  in  their  areas.  The  standard  set  is  not  unreasonable 
and  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  the  requirements  will  receive  National 
adoption. 

(4)  OTHER  FOODS. 

During  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  stored  or  prepared  for  sale, 
and  as  a result  of  requests  by  shopkeepers,  etc.,  quantities  of  foodstuffs  were 
examined.  The  type  of  food  was  principally  of  the  tinned  variety  and  con- 
demnation certificates  were  issued  to  enable  shopkeepers  to  obtain  replace- 
ments or  credits  in  respect  of  food  on  “ points.” 

No  instance  of  formal  seizure  of  unsound  foodstuffs  was  found  to  be 
necessary,  and  where  practicable  unsound  food  was  disposed  of  for  the  feeding 
of  pigs  and  poultry. 

(5)  FOOD  PREPARATION  STORAGE  AND  DISTRIBUTION. 

Detailed  inspections  of  the  kitchens  of  the  main  hotels  in  the  district  were 
carried  out,  and  subsequently  requests  were  made  for  certain  improvements 
in  regard  to  unsatisfactory  structural  conditions  and  lack  of  necessary 
amenities. 

Special  attention  has  been  directed  towards  the  distribution  of  food,  in 
particular  the  cleanliness  of  vehicles  employed  in  the  delivery  of  foodstuffs, 
and  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  certain  food  shops  in  the  area  was  also 
required. 

As  a result  of  informal  notice,  a new  building  for  the  preparation  of  fish 
and  potatoes  was  constructed  at  a fried  fish  shop,  and  in  a further  instance 
action  is  pending  in  regard  to  an  unsatisfactory  preparation  room.  Plans  for 
new  premises  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  Council  in  the  new  year. 

Towards  the  close  of  1949  the  Council  approved  the  adoption  of  Byelaws 
made  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  securing  the  observance  of 
Sanitary  and  Cleanly  Practices  and  Conditions  in  connection  with  the 
Handling,  Wrapping  and  Delivery  of  Food  and  Sale  of  Food  in  the  Open  Air. 
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(6)  OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


There  are  two  offensive  trades  processes  in  the  district,  both  of  which  are 
carried  out  in  one  building,  that  is,  the  Gut  Scraping  and  Tripe  Boiling 
establishment  situated  in  Cemetery  Road,  Ilkley.  The  trades  were  well 
conducted  during  the  year,  and  no  complaints  were  received  or  nuisances 
detected  during  the  inspections  made. 


SECTION  II — ENVIRONMENTAL  SANITATION 
(7)  HOUSING 

The  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts  relating  to  the 
inspection  of  houses  for  “ housing  ” defects,  reports  in  respect  of  the  closure 
and  demolition  of  unfit  houses,  and  investigations  of  overcrowded  conditions, 
etc.,  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  and  statistics  in 
connection  with  this  work  will  be  found  in  Appendix  4. 

Evidence  of  neglect  in  repair  and  maintenance  work  upon  house  property 
was  frequently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department,  and  this  deterioration 
is  due  not  so  much  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  but  to  the  high  cost 
of  repairs.  Your  Sanitary  Officers  continue  to  use  discretion  in  the  extent 
and  type  of  repair  requested  in  notifications  to  property  owners,  and  the 
majority  of  the  work  is  carried  out  as  a result  of  intimation  notice.  Only 
in  extreme  cases  has  resort  been  made  to  statutory  notice,  and  so  successful 
has  this  informal  approach  been  that  only  6 statutory  notices  were  served 
and  no  Court  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year. 

Little  progress  has  been  made  in  the  clearance  of  houses  unfit  for  habit- 
ation, but  this  work  has  not  remained  entirely  in  abeyance.  Owing  to  the 
extreme  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  first-aid  repairs  have  been 
affected,  but  there  is  a limit  to  the  extent  of  these  repairs,  since  in  several 
cases  houses  are  in  such  a state  as  to  be  incapable  of  repair  at  a reasonable 
expense.  The  following  is  a brief  account  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Council 
in  respect  of  premises  reported  to  the  Health  Committee  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation. 

1,  Bleachmill  Cottages,  Menston  Demolition  Order  made. 

9,  Wells  Walk,  Ilkley.  Closing  Order  made  on  two 

basement  rooms. 

1,  Tarn  Villas,  Ilkley.  Closing  Order  in  respect  of  two 

basement  rooms  to  be  made  as  and 
when  the  Housing  Committee  can 
make  available  alternative 
accommodation  for  the  tenant. 

30,  Bolling  Road,  Ilkley.  One  basement  room.  Action 

deferred. 

Your  Sanitary  Officers  have  visited  131  houses  in  connection  with  ap- 
plications for  Council  houses  and  submitted  reports  to  the  Housing  Committee 
with  a view  to  assisting  the  Committee  in  the  choice  of  applicant.  Such 
reports  have  included  details  of  insanitary  and/or  overcrowded  conditions, 
together  with  other  information  which  might  be  helpful  to  the  Committee. 
The  circumstances  of  applicants  earmarked  for  accommodation  were  checked 
in  each  case  at  the  home  of  the  applicant  and  at  the  same  time  the  possibility 
of  vermin  infestation  was  investigated.  The  standard  set  out  in  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  is  used  for  the  determination  of  overcrowding  and  this  basis  is 
strictly  adhered  to,  so  that  all  cases  can  be  considered  in  a fair  and  consistent 
manner.  The  task  of  allocation  of  vacant  accommodation  by  the  Housing 
Committee  is  an  unenviable  one  and  requires  consideration  of  many  aspects 
which  are  not  always  appreciated  by  unsuccessful  applicants. 


In  the  absence  of  a complete  housing  survey,  the  exact  position  with 
regard  to  statutory  overcrowding  is  difficult  to  determine,  but  the  incidence 
in  the  Urban  District  does  not  appear  to  be  unduly  high.  Through  investig- 
ation of  applications  for  Council’s  accommodation,  etc.,  it  was  disclosed  that 
7 new  cases  existed,  and  despite  the  acute  shortage  of  alternative  accommod- 
ation the  Housing  Committee  were  able  to  relieve  3 cases. 

No  cases  of  “ squatting  ” came  to  notice  during  the  year. 

In  connection  with  housing,  the  following  information  (for  which  I 
am  indebted  to  the  Surveyor)  is  of  interest. 

During  1949  the  erection  of  23  new  Council  houses  was  completed,  4 
houses  were  erected  under  private  enterprise,  and  10  large  houses  were  con- 
verted to  flats  providing  additional  accommodation  for  25  families. 

(8)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(a)  Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection. 

The  collection  and  removal  of  house  -refuse  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the 
Cleansing  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department,  and  no  work  is  let  to  private 
contractors.  Practically  all  houses  and  business  premises  are  provided  with 
standard  galvanised  iron  dust -bins,  but  the  contents  of  a number  of  privies, 
ashpits  and  pail  closets  are  also  included  in  the  cleansing  services  of  the  Council. 

No  charge  is  made  for  the  removal  of  trade  refuse  from  shops,  business 
premises,  etc. 

Three  motor  vehicles  are  used  for  the  collection  of  refuse,  two  S.  & D. 
Freighters,  each  with  a capacity  of  7 cubic  yards,  and  one  Vulcan  Freighter 
with  a capacity  of  10  cubic  yards.  One  of  the  S.  & D.  Freighters,  however, 
is  occupied  on  a part-time  basis  upon  salvage  collection.  A horse  and  cart, 
hired  from  the  Highways  Department  for  one  day  per  week,  is  also  used  for 
the  collection  of  refuse  etc.,  from  privies  and  pail  closets  in  the  Burley  Wood- 
head  area,  from  premises  inaccessible  to  the  motor  vehicles. 

The  refuse  collection  service  encountered  some  difficulty  during  the 
course  of  the  year  as  a result  of  mechanical  breakdown  of  vehicles,  and  the 
Council  accepted  tenders  for  tw^o  new  S.  & D.  Freighters  of  11.3  cubic  yards 
capacity,  double  cab,  “ Chelsea  ” type.  Unfortunately  delivery  of  these 
vehicles  could  not  be  made  until  the  new  year.  The  Vulcan  refuse  collection 
vehicle  was,  .towards  the  close  of  1949,  causing  undue  expense  for  repair  work, 
and  the  Health  Committee,  after  consideration  of  a report  by  an  independent 
mechanical  engineer,  decided  upon  the  purchase  of  a new  vehicle. 

The  cart  used  for  the  collection  of  contents  of  certain  privies  and  pails 
in  the  Burley  area  is  unsatisfactory  and  the  Health  Committee  adopted  a 
recommendation  for  the  purchase  of  a specially  designed  horse-drawn  cart. 
In  view  of  the  possibility  of  re-organisation  and  mechanisation  of  the  High- 
ways Department  the  matter  was  deferred  for  the  time  being. 

Sickness  amongst  the  staff  showed  a decrease  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  and  members  of  the  refuse  collection  and  disposal  staff  lost 
238  man-days  (1948 — 325). 

During  December  a warning  was  issued  to  the  refuse  collectors  in  regard 
to  the  soliciting  of  Christmas  boxes,  and  the  Health  Committee  propose,  in 
the  future,  to  take  disciplinarj^  action  against  any  member  of  the  staff  who 
does  not  heed  this  warning. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  a new  and  separate 
Sanitary  Depot,  and  the  disused  De-contamination  Depot  in  Little  Lane, 
Ilklev,  was  under  consideration  for  conversion  into  garages,  etc. 

In  September,  a detailed  report  upon  the  salvage  operations  of  the 
Department  was  submitted  to  the  Health  Committee.  This  report  indicated 
that  the  position  with  regard  to  the  sale  of  waste  paper  had  deteriorated  and 
only  limited  quantities  of  waste  paper  could  be  received  at  the  Paper  Mills. 
Further,  the  income  from  the  sale  of  paper  had  been  reduced  despite  assurances 
that  prices  would  not  depreciate.  Some  neighbouring  authorities  were  in 
the  position  of  being  unable  to  dispose  of  stocks  of  paper  salvage,  but  although 
paper  had  to  be  stored  for  greater  periods  all  stocks  from  this  area  were 
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eventually  disposed  of.  During  the  year  the  fall  in  income  derived  from  other 
salvaged  materials  was  considerable.  There  was  practically  no  sale  for 
salvaged  glass  containers,  and  the  income  from  non-ferrous  metals,  rags, 
carpets  and  bagging  seriously  deteriorated.  The  general  public  continued 
to  be  salvage -minded  and  the  quantities  of  salvage  remained  at  a high  level, 
but  expenses  of  collection,  sorting  and  baling  of  the  salvage  were  consistently 
in  excess  of  the  income.  The  salvage  operations  of  the  Council  had  com- 
plicated refuse  collection  arrangements  and  the  average  periods  of  collection 
of  refuse  varied  from  10  to  12  days.  This  is  unsatisfactory,  and  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  pre-war  period  of  approximately  7 days. 

The  Health  Committee  also  discussed  the  present  method  of  disposal  of 
refuse  and  considered  the  possibility  of  re-opening  the  Refuse  Destructor. 
In  view  of  the  high  cost  of  renovation  and  the  possibility  of  reconstruction 
of  this  plant  to  meet  present-day  requirements,  the  Committee  decided  to 
continue  with  controlled  tipping  upon  existing  sites.  Briefly,  the  recom- 
mendations considered  by  the  Council  are  as  follows  : — 

a.  The  collection  of  salvage  be  discontinued. 

b.  No  further  action  be  taken  in  respect  of  the  Refuse  Destructor 
and  all  refuse  to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping. 

c.  The  collection  of  refuse  be  placed  on  the  basis  of  a weekly 
collection. 

After  full  consideration  of  the  report  and  recommendations  the  Council 
decided  to  defer  further  action  until  the  new  year  so  that  the  position  with 
regard  to  salvage  could  be  reviewed. 

(&)  Refuse  Disposal. 

All  house  refuse  collected  in  the  Urban  District  is  disposed  of  at  two 
tipping  sites,  one  at  Poorfields,  Sun  Lane,  Burley,  and  the  other  at  Cocken 
End,  Skipton  Road,  Ilkley.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  street  sweepings 
were  deposited  on  the  tip  in  Castle  Road,  Ilkley. 

Trespassers  on  the  tips  have  caused  extra  work  and  expense  to  the 
Council,  and  at  Burley  the  tip  was  ignited  on  two  occasions  during  the  year. 
Proceedings  are  to  be  taken  against  future  trespassers  and  some  publicity  was 
given  to  the  matter  in  the  local  press  as  a result  of  the  warning  issued  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  at  the  Council  meeting  in  July.  These 
trespassers  also  disturb  the  tip  surfaces  in  their  efforts  to  find  articles  of  value 
amongst  the  rubbish. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year,  the  Castle  Road  Tip  was  closed  and  sub- 
sequently tidied  up  and  the  road  sweepings  are  now  deposited  at  the  Cocken 
End  Tip. 

The  Sanitary  Department  rendered  practical  assistance  to  the  Ilkley 
Rugby  Club  in  their  efforts  to  level  up  a hollow  portion  of  the  rugby  field. 
The  Council’s  vehicles  deposited  loads  of  innocuous  ashes,  clinker,  rubble,  etc., 
and  large  quantities  of  soil,  rubble  and  builder’s  refuse  were  re-directed  to 
the  field  from  the  Council’s  tips. 

(c)  Scavenging. 

Street  sweeping  is  under  the  control  of  the  Sanitary  Department  and  this, 
in  addition  to  sanitary  scavenging,  includes  removal  of  grit,  chippings,  etc., 
resulting  from  attrition  of  road  surfaces,  together  with  the  weeding  of  channels 
and  pathways. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  throughout  the  summer  months 
in  coping  with  weeds,  and  in  certain  areas  it  was  found  to  be  impossible  to 
keep  pace  with  growth.  In  some  parts  of  the  district  the  paved  footpath  is 
not  extended  to  the  stone  curb,  and  there  is  a prolific  growth  of  weeds  upon 
these  unpaved  areas. 

Whilst  a number  of  litter  baskets  have  been  deposited  upon  lamp  posts 
and  at  other  points  throughout  the  district  they  are  not  entirely  successful, 
and  much  untidiness  is  due  to  the  indiscriminate  deposit  of  fish  and  chip 
papers  in  the  streets,  principally  by  charabanc  parties  using  the  town  as  a 
brief  stopping  place  in  the  evenings. 
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The  use  of  a horse  and  cart  in  the  Menston  area  for  the  picking  up  of 
street  sweepings  was  discontinued  and  two  street  orderly  carts  have  been 
substituted . 


(9)  VERMIN  INFESTATION  CONTROL. 

(a)  Rodent  Destruction 

Rats  & Mice  (Destruction,)  Act,  1919. 

Infestation  Order  1943. 

No  evidence  of  undue  infestation  was  found  during  the  course  of  the  year, 
though  several  minor  infestations  were  discovered  by  inspection  and  after 
complaints  by  householders,  shopkeepers,  etc. 

The  Council  does  not  employ  a rat-catcher  and  the  disinfestation  of 
private  property  is  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Foreman  upon  written  request 
by  the  owner  or  occupier,  an  appropriate  charge  being  made  for  this  service. 

Systematic  pre-baiting  and  poisoning  has  been  carried  out  on  the  refuse 
tips  where  waste  foodstuffs  from  household  dustbins  provide  an  attraction  for 
rats. 

No  necessity  occurred  for  formal  action  under  the  Rats  & Mice  (Destruc- 
tion) Act,  and  all  cases  of  infestation  were  dealt  with  by  informal  notice.  Of 
the  03  minor  infestations  by  rats  investigated,  32  were  dealt  with  by  this 
Department.  9 .mice  infestations  were  also  treated. 

After  consideration  of  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949,  which  come  into  operation  on  the  31st  March,  1950,  the 
Council  applied  for  delegation  of  powers  under  Part  11  of  the  Act  (for  the 
prevention  or  mitigation  of  damage  to  food). 

(b)  Other  Vermin 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  each  year  upon  the  satisfactory 
position  in  the  Urban  District  regarding  infestation  by  insect  pests.  The  area 
remains  remarkably  free  from  household  pests  such  as  bed  bugs,  fleas, 
cockroaches,  etc. 

Infestations  by  a variety  of  other  insect  pests  were  successfully  treated, 
and  during  the  summer  months  a number  of  complaints  were  received  regard- 
ing wasps’  and  hornets’  nests.  The  destruction  of  these  insects  and  the 
disposal  of  the  nests  was  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary  Department  and  a 
nominal  charge  made  for  services  rendered. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  insect  pests  dealt  with. 

Bed  Bugs.  ( Cimex  Lectularius) 

One  new  case  came  to  notice  during  the  year,  and  the  work  of  disinfesta- 
tion w~as  carried  out  by  the  Department  using  a proprietory  insecticide  con- 
taining D.D.T.  As  a precautionary  measure  disinfestation  was  repeated  at 
one  house  dealt  with  in  1948. 

Fleas  ( Pulex  Irritans) 

Two  houses  were  successfully  treated  with  a proprietory  insecticide 
containing  D.D.T. 

Cockroaches  ( BlateUa  Orientalis ) 

Four  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  by  cockroaches,  using  both 
D.D.T.  powder  and  residual  sprajn 

Flies,  (a)  Common  house-fly  ( Musca  Domestica ) 

One  house  was  treated  with  residual  spray  (D.D.T.)  to  control  a severe 
infestation.  The  breeding  ground  of  the  flies  was  also  found  and  dealt  with. 

( b ) Cluster-Fly  (Pollenia) 

Two  premises  were  treated  for  an  infestation  by  “ Cluster-Flies.”  These 
flies  invade  houses  in  the  autumn  and  remain  in  a comatose  condition  through 
the  winter,  re-appearing  when  the  weather  becomes  warmer. 
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Arts  ( Formica.  R ufa ) 

Though  not  normally  found  upon  domestic  premises,  two  cases  of 
infestation  by  the  common  Red  Ant  were  successfully  dealt  with  by  means  of 
residual  spray. 

Wood  Boring  Beetle  ( Anobium  Punctatum) 

Eight  cases  of  infestation  by  woodworm  were  reported  and  affected 
woodwork  was  treated  with  residual  spray.  Whilst  it  is  not  claimed  that  this 
will  eradicate  the  woodworm,  there  was  ample  evidence  of  the  destruction  of 
the  adult  beetle. 

Book  Lice  ( Psocid ) 

An  unusual  infestation  by  this  insect  was  found  on  the  walls  and  furniture 
of  a building  used  as  a temporary  dwelling  and  constructed  of  non-permanent 
materials.  Complete  disinfestation  was  effected  by  means  of  residual  spray. 

Brown  House  Moth  (H off m anno phila  Pseudospretell  :) 

A severe  infestation  by  this  moth  (not  the  common  clothes  moth)  was 
reported  and  dealt  with.  These  insects  were  breeding  in  the  joints  between 
the  floor  boards  of  a living  room. 

Golden  Spicier  Beetle  ( Niptus  Hcloleucus) 

Infestation  by  this  insect  was  found  in  a foodstore  in  a private  house 
and  was  effectively  dealt  with  by  the  use  of  residual  spray. 

Slugs  and  Woodlice 

The  invasion  of  an  outbuilding  by  large  number  of  slugs  and  woodlice  was 
successfully  dealt  with  by  residual  spray.  Spraying  upon  two  occasions  wras 
necessary  to  effect  complete  destruction  and  prevent  re-infestation. 

Mosquitoes  ( Culicines ) 

Following  complaints  of  large  numbers  of  mosquitoes  in  a particular  dis- 
trict the  breeding  ground  was  discovered  and  treated  with  paraffin  oil. 

Wasps,  Hornets,  Bees 

1 9 wasps’  nests,  2 hornets’  nests  and  one  humble  bees’  nest  were  reported 
and  investigated.  Some  of  these  nests  were  situated  in  difficult  and  dangerous 
positions,  and  potassium  sodium  cyanide  was  used  where  the  nests  were  in 
the  ground  or  other  inaccessible  positions.  Where,  however,  the  nests  were 
fully  exposed  and  readily  accessible,  it  was  found  that  all  that  was  necessary 
was  to  saturate  the  nests  with  residual  spray  (5%  D.D.T.  with  Kerosene  or 
other  solvent)  and  the  following  day  the  nests  could  be  removed  without 
danger. 

(10)  SAM  STAR  Y ACCOMMODATION 

Practically  all  the  sanitary  conveniences  of  residential  and  business 
premises  in  the  area  are  on  the  water-carriage  system,  though  there  are  a 
number  of  pail  closets  and  privy  middens  still  in  use.  In  most  cases,  however, 
these  are  not  within  reasonable  distance  of  a sewer  or  public  water  main.  The 
majority  of  the  pails  and  privies  am  situated  at  Woodhead,  Burley  and 
Chevin  End,  Menston,  and  will  readily  convert  to  water  closets  when  new 
sewers  are  constructed.  (See  Report  on  Drainage  and  Sewerage.) 

The  Health  Committee  reviewed  the  position  with  regard  to  adequacy 
of  sanitary  accommodation  in  the  area  for  use  by  the  general  public  and  urged 
the  provision  of  additional  conveniences  near  the  ’bus  terminus  in  New  Brook 
Street,  Ilkley.  It  is  anticipated  that  plans  for  these  conveniences  w’ll  be 
available  in  the  new  year. 

Whilst  there  have  been  isolated  instances  of  abuse  and  malicious  damage 
to  public  conveniences  the  incidence  of  damage  had  been  less  than  in  previous 
years. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Council  a number  of  signs  indicating  the 
position  of  public  conveniences  were  erected  during  the  year.  Objection  was 
raised  to  the  colour  of  these  and  they  were  subsequently  re-painted  black  and 
white. 

Additional  screening  was  provided  at  the  conveniences  at  Burley. 


(11)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Apart  from  the  construction  of  sewers  for  the  Council’s  new  housing 
sites  and  small  extensions  to  existing  sewers  in  connection  with  private 
building  developments,  etc.,  no  large-scale  sewerage  schemes  were  com- 
menced during  the  year. 

The  existing  sanitary  arrangements  and  sewage  disposal  facilities  in  the 
Chevin  End  area  of  Menston,  and  in  Moor  Lane,  and  Woodhead,  Burley,  are 
still  most  unsatisfactory  and  prejudicial  to  health.  No  action  in  regard  to  the 
extension  of  the  sewer  in  Moor  Lane,  Burley,  and  the  construction  of  branch 
sewers  to  the  existing  main  sewer  in  Vievdands,  Menston,  had  been  taken  at 
the  close  of  1 949. 

In  February  the  Council  obtained  delivery  of  a Vacuum  Gully  Emptier, 
and  in  operation  during  the  year  this  machine  has  fully  justified  the  maker’s 
claims.  The  efficiency,  cleanliness,  and  improved  methods  have  been  shown 
beyond  doubt  and  the  use  of  this  machine  for  the  cleansing  of  street  gullies, 
cesspools,  septic  tanks,  choked  manholes,  petrol,  oil  and  grit  interceptors, 
sewer  grit  chambers,  etc.,  has  obviated  former  insanitary  and  out-of-date 
methods.  The  machine  is  also  useful  for  the  flushing  of  sewers,  the  resealing 
of  street  gullies  during  drought  and  the  emptying  of  flooded  basements. 

Tire  cleansing  of  the  grit  chambers  on  certain  lengths  of  public  sewer  was 
originally  a particularly  disagreeable  and  insanitary  business.  Men  were 
required  to  descend  into  the  pits  and  shovel  the  crude  sewage  into  buckets 
which  were  hauled  to  the  road  surface  by  ropes  and  emptied  into  carts.  The 
machine  has  eliminated  this  unpleasant  operation  and  has  reduced  to  a 
minimum  nuisance  from  smell.  Further,  the  crude  sewage  is  not  exposed  to 
the  view  of  passers-by.  The  old  method  of  placing  gully  clearings  in  the 
highway  and  subsequently  picking  up  in  open  carts  has  also  been  eliminated. 
Apart  from  its  advantages  from  a public  health  viewpoint,  the  machine 
cleanses  the  various  sanitary  appliances  more  efficiently  and  mere  quickly 
than  hitherto. 

The  Gully  Emptier  was  not  operated  on  a full-time  basis  during  1949, 
but  io  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  overcome  in  the  new  year  by  hiring  the 
vehicle  to  neighbouring  authorities  for  the  purpose  of  gully  emptying  and 
cesspool  cleansing,  etc. 

The  use  of  the  machine  by  other  local  authorities,  and  by  property 
owners  has  been  authorised  by  the  Council,  provided  this  does  not  interfere 
with  local  arrangements.  The  cost  of  hiring  the  vehicle,  with  driver  and  mate, 
was  11s.  6d.  per  hour,  but  this  rate  may  have  to  be  increased  in  the  new  year. 

(12)  WATER  SUPPLIES. 

(a)  Pyknic  Supply 

The  control  and  supervision  of  public  water  supplies  is  carried  out  by  the 
Water  Engineer. 

The  water  supply  of  this  Urban  District  is  essentially  soft  in  character, 
being  drawn  from  moorland  gathering  grounds,  and  regular  treatment  is 
necessary  to  counteract  the  acid  nature  of  the  water.  Routine  samples  are 
taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  Sanitary  Department  for  evidence  of  plumbo- 
solvent  action.  14  samples  were  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year,  so 
arranged  that  the  supply  from  each  reservoir  is  sampled  at  least  twine.  The 
analyst  reported  slight  solvent -action  in  one  case  and  full  details  having  been 
forwarded  to  the  Water  Engineer,  the  treatment  plant  was  adjusted  to 
counteract  the  action. 

( b ) Private  Supplies. 

The  Sanitary  Department  is  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  private 
water  supplies  in  regard  to  quality  and  sufficiency. 

There  are  some  50  premises  which  are  not  situated  within  reasonable 
distance  of  public  water  mains  and  a detailed  survey  of  29  private  supplies 
was  undertaken  during  the  j^ear.  In  each  case  the  supply  was  traced,  so  far 
as  it  was  practicable  to  do  so,  to  the  source.  The  survey  indicated  that  in- 
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■some  cases  pollution  of  the  supply  was  taking  place  and  this  was  confirmed 
by  repeated  bacteriological  examination  of  the  water.  Of  the  individual 
supplies  investigated  15  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  10  unfit  for  human 
■consumption  and  4 to  be  regarded  with  suspicion.  Where  practicable  the 
provision  of  a connection  with  the  nearest  Council’s  water  main  is  being  urged, 
and  in  other  cases,  extensive  alteration  will  be  necessary  at  the  source  of 
supply,  upon  the  pipe  lines,  and  at  the  storage  tanks,  etc.  W hilst  there  is  no 
evidence  of  apparent  ill  effect  upon  the  health  of  the  persons  drinking  the 
polluted  water  the  danger  lies  in  the  possibility  that  the  water  may  at  any 
time  be  contaminated  by  dangerous  excremental  pollution  of  human  origin. 

(13)  SSVSOKE  ABATEMENT. 

The  district  is  not  troubled  with  extensive  smoke  pollution,  and  is  suf- 
ficiently distant  from  large  manufacturing  towns  to  be  unaffected  by  drifting 
smoke  from  these  sources. 

In  general,  boiler  plants  in  the  Urban  area  are  well  managed,  though  there 
were  occasions  when  excessive  smoke  was  detected.  The  Council’s  byelaws 
permit  the  emission  of  black  smoke  for  two  minutes  in  each  30  minutes,  and 
informal  action  was  necessary  in  three  instances  of  contravention.  In  one 
case  the  nuisance  has  been  abated  by  the  provision  of  a gas-fired  boiler,  in 
another  by  the  conversion  from  coal-firing  to  oil-firing,  and  in  the  third  in- 
stance the  matter  is  in  abeyance,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  gas -firing  will  be 
substituted  for  coal  burning. 

(14)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 

Disinfection,  by  formaldehyde  gas,  of  premises  after  cases  of  infectious 
disease,  was  carried  out  following  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  or  after  recovery,  if  nursed  at  home. 

Premises  are  also  disinfected  after  illness  or  death  from  non-infectious 
disease  upon  written  request,  and  arrangements  are  made  through  this 
Department  for  steam  disinfection  of  bedding,  rugs,  cushions,  etc. 

Following  the  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  sub- 
subsequently,  the  closing  of  the  Menston  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  nursing 
of  infectious  disease  cases,  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the  dis- 
infection of  bedding,  but  an  agreement  was  reached  with  the  Leeds  Corporation 
Health  Department  for  the  use  of  their  transport  and  disinfecting  station. 

No  necessity  arose  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding  or  clothing  in  connection 
with  dirty  or  verminous  premises. 

The  number  of  disinfections  carried  our  during  the  year  was  : — 


Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 81 

Houses  disinfected  after  non-infectious  illness 12 


(15)  LOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

At  the  close  of  1949,  there  were  10  established  camping  sites  in  the 
Urban  area,  six  in  Burley,  three  in  Ilkley  and  one  in  Menston.  Develop- 
ment at  the  Menston  site  was  restricted  to  one  caravan  and  to  a period  of 
12  months.  The  van,  however,  was  removed  during  the  year  and  application 
for  renewal  of  the  licence  has  not  been  made.  Two  of  the  Ilkley  sites  are  not 
in  use  for  camping  purposes.  There  is  a total  of  85  hutments  on  the  six 
Burley  sites,  whilst  the  remaining  Ilkley  site  is  used  for  moveable  caravans 
■only  and  the  number  limited  to  35. 

Whilst  regular  inspection  of  sites  is  essential  as  a control  of  sanitary 
requirements  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  constant 
supervision  has  also  been  necessary  to  check  unauthorised  development  in 
the  form  of  additional  dwellings  and  extensions  to  existing  hutments.  The 
Sanitary  Department  has  completed  a survey  of  each  site,  with  detailed 
measurements  of  all  hutments,  and  the  information  obtained  will  enable  illegal 
building  to  be  easily  recognised.  Such  development  is  discouraged  by  the 
-Council  and  the  additional  powers  provided  by  the  Town  and  Country  Plan- 
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ning  Act  of  1947  are  being  made  use  of  to  control  further  development.  For 
the  time  being  the  policy  of  the  Council  is  to  restrict  further  growth  on  the 
present  sites,  and  the  several  applications  made  to  the  Council  during  1949, 
and  considered  by  both  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Town  Planning  and 
Buildings  Committee,  were  rejected. 

Informal  action  has  been  necessary  in  three  instances  to  require  the 
removal  of  isolated  caravans  on  private  land,  and  in  one  case,  an  enforcement 
notice  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Act  was  served  to  compel 
vacation  of  the  site. 

The  moveable  dwellings  of  gipsys  and  hawkers  have  caused  the  Depart- 
ment some  trouble  owing  to  the  constant  supervision  necessary.  These 
people  usually  stay  only  two  or  three  days  in  the  area  before  moving  to  another 
district.  Upon  numerous  occasions  in  the  summer,  families  of  gipsys  were 
found  to  be  camping  on  the  river  bank  at  Middleton,  on  property  owned  by 
the  Council.  Such  a site  is  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  and  apart  from  the 
insanitary  conditions  which  are  left  behind,  a satisfactory  supply  of  drinking 
water  is  not  available,  and  there  are  no  proper  facilities  for  the  disposal  of 
excreta,  slop  water,  rubbish,  etc.  The  Wheatsheaf  Yard  was  also  used  on 
several  occasions  without  authority  for  the  siting  of  tents  and  caravans. 
In  each  of  the  above  cases,  however,  statutory  action  was  not  necessary  to 
enforce  the  removal  of  the  dwellings. 

(16)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Five  cases  of  serious  pollution  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  In  four 
cases  there  was  pollution  of  streams  by  crude  sewage  from  leaking  or  over- 
flowing cesspools  and  badly  designed  septic  tanks.  In  a further  instance 
pollution  was  caused  by  the  discharge  of  crude  oil  into  the  river. 

(17)  DIRTY  PREMISES. 

Investigations  were  made  at  a number  of  premises  in  connection  with 
dirty  conditions,  and  in  five  instances  the  houses  were  found  to  be  in  such  a 
state  as  to  require  statutory  notice  from  the  Council.  In  one  instance  dirty 
conditions  were  the  result  of  the  keeping  of  an  excessive  number  of  dogs  on 
the  premises,  and  one  case  was  due  to  the  house  being  used  as  a store  for 
second-hand  materials  and  rubbish  of  all  kinds.  The  nuisance  had  been 
abated  in  all  but  one  case  by  the  end  of  the  year,  and  in  this  instance  Court 
action  was  necessary  when  the  offender  was  fined.  Conditions,  however, 
did  not  improve,  and  as  a result  of  a further  summons  an  Abatement  Order 
was  obtained,  together  with  a penalty  of  £2  for  each  day  the  Order  was  not 
complied  with.  Despite  these  measures  of  enforcement,  however,  there  was 
little  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  house  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SECTION  01  -INDUSTRIAL  HYGIENE. 

(18)  (i)  FACTORIES. 

Routine  inspections  of  factories  have  been  made  under  the  Factories 
Acts,  1937  and  1948,  and  in  general  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  and  the  various 
Orders  and  Regulations  affecting  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  workers 
have  been  complied  with. 

The  minor  infringements  found  are  shown  in  Appendix  3. 

(n)  BASEMENT  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  Council  reviewed  the  position  with  regard  to  basement  bakehouses 
in  the  Urban  District  and  the  Health  Committee  considered  a report  upon 
four  existing  basement  bakehouses.  Upon  full  consideration  of  this  report 
the  Committee  were  not  satisfied  that  the  bakehouses  were  suitable  for  use 
as  such,  having  regard  to  their  construction,  height,  light,  ventilation  and 
certain  hygienic  respects,  and  the  following  resolution  was  approved  by  the 
Council. 

“ That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  owners  referred 
to  in  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  with  a request  that  proposals 
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for  alternative  accommodation  should  be  submitted  to  the  Council  within  a 
period  of  12  months.” 

At  the  close  of  1949  preliminary  steps  had  been  taken  by  the  owners 
of  two  bakehouses  to  comply  with  the  Council's  requirements. 

(19)  WORKPLACES  AND  OFFICES. 

No  special  action  has  been  taken. 

(20)  SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  devote  more  time  to  these  premises  and 
shops  were  inspected  when  occasion  arose.  Apart  from  verbal  requests 
for  regular  renewal  of  internal  decorations  and  cleansing  of  sanitary  accom- 
modation, no  special  action  has  been  found  to  be  necessary. 

APPENDIX  1. 

RECORD  OF  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  etc.,  at 

Abattoir  ...  ...  ...  ...  ~.  ...  ...  ...  261 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Dairy  Farms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Dangerous  and  dilapidated  structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Entertainment  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Factories — with  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

Factories — without  mechanical  power  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Food  Preparing  etc.  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Hotel  and  Restaurant  kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Houses — re  “ Housing  ” defects,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  274 

— re  permitted  numbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

— re  Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

— re  Application  for  Council  house  ...  ...  ...  131 

— re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Houses  let-in-lodgings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Offensive  Trade  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6- 

Shops  re  Shops  Act...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Tips  and  Salvage  Depot  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  273 

Workplaces  and  Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Visits  or  Inspections  re  : — 

Accumulations  (Offensive)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Animals,  Poultry,  Swine,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Cellars  re  dampness  and  flooding  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Cesspools  and  Septic  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Conversions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  Work,  Sanitary  Appliances  etc.  ...  ...  ...  413 

Food  Poisoning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Insect  Pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  85- 

Nuisances  and  Complaints...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  296- 

Pollution  of  Rivers  and  Streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Rats  and  Mice  Infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  82 

Refuse  and  Salvage  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  241 

Refuse  and  Storage  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Sanitary  Accommodation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb 

Unsound  Food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  51 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  131 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  190 
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APPENDIX  2. 


(a)  Notices 

Notices  served — Informal  132  Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  107 

Notices  served — Statutory  6 Complied  with  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  Animals,  Poultry,  Swine  etc. — nuisances  abated  ...  ...  7 

Ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cellars  flooded — remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Conversions  of  privy  middens  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  1 

Conversions  of  privy  middens  to  W.C’s  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Dangerous  Structures  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  dustbins  replaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Defective  yard  surfaces  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Doors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Drains,  relaid,  repaired  or  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  119 

Eaves  gutters  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Eaves  gutters  or  rainwater  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  46 

Fireplaces,  chimneys  etc.,  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  30 

Floor  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Handrails  repaired/renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Hotels,  Clubs,  etc.,  sanitary  accommodation  provided...  ...  1 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ...  ...  . ._  ...  14 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Sinks  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Sink  waste  pipes  renewed,  repaired  or  cleared  ...  ...  ...  5 

W.C.  cisterns  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

W.C.  pedestals  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wall  or  ceiling  plaster  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Water  service  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  2 

Windows  repaired,  sash  cords  provided,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  9 
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APPENDIX  3. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1938, 

1. Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

Factories  with  mechanical 

power 

55 

43 

2 

— 

Factories  without  me- 

chanical  power 

69 

48 

2 

— 

Totals 

124 

91 

4 

— - 

2.  Defects  found. 


Nun 

aber  of  Deft 

?cts. 

Number  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 



— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floor 
Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Insufficient  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Not  separate  for  sexes... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

APENOiX  4. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 

1. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects,  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  Ill 

( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  274 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above),  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 
( b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing  further  action. 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  1 

( b ) Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a)  above) 

found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 
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2.- — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  notices 
Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  102 


3. — Action  iinder  stautory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10,  and  16,  Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — - 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

( b ) By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — - 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ... 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authorities  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

0.  Proceedings  under  Section  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  reports  made  in  respect  of  dwelling-houses 

unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  undertaking  to  close  accepted  ...  ...  — 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

the  Closing  Orders  in  respect  of  which  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . . ...  — 


4.- — Unhealthy  Areas. 

Housing  Acts,  Clearance,  Postponement  of  operation 


5. — Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  1948  ... 

(2)  Number  of  above  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 
1949  

(b)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  1949  ... 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (Units) 

(c)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 
year 

(d)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


3 


7 

10 

42 

7 

3 

10 
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